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Board Meeting_July 9, 2013 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF SALT LAKE CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Board Study Session 
and Closed Executive Session 

 
 

June 18, 2013 
 

 The Board of Education of Salt Lake City School District met in a Board Study Session and 
Closed Executive Session at 5:40 pm on Tuesday, June 18, 2013, in the Board Room of the 
Administration Building, 440 East 100 South, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 
ROLL CALL 

 
Members Present: President Kristi Swett, Vice President Heather Bennett, J. Michael Clára, 

Rosemary Emery, Dr. Douglas Nelson, Tiffany Sandberg, and Laurel H. Young. 
 

Members Excused: Martine Cao, Student Member. 
 

Also Present:   Superintendent McKell Withers; Janet Roberts, Business Administrator; Dorothy 
Cosgrove, Associate Superintendent; Patrick Garcia, Executive Director Human 
Resources; Kathleen Christy, Educational Equity and Advocacy; Barbara Kuehl, 
Executive Director, Academic Services; Michael Williams, Director of 
Development and External Relations; Christine Marriott, Supervisor, Assessment 
and Evaluation; Ann Cook, Supervisor, Early Childhood; Susan McFarland, 
President, Salt Lake Teachers Association; Cindy Mills, representing the Salt 
Lake Educational Office Personnel Association; Jason Olson, Public Information 
Officer; Tina Hatch, Business Administration Office; and others in the audience. 

 
 In accordance with the agenda prepared for the Board Study Session of June 18, 2013, two 
motions were made.  Items are reported as listed in the agenda and not necessarily in the order they 
were considered.  

 
The meeting was called to order by President Swett, who presided. 
 

1.  CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 At 5:40 p.m. a motion was made, after which members excused the audience and remained in 
the board room: 

 
 *(1) That the board meet in Closed Executive Session to consider litigation, negotiations, 
personnel, and property items. 
**(Young and Nelson) 
 

Present for Closed Session were Kristi Swett, Heather Bennett, J. Michael Clára, Rosemary 
Emery, Dr. Douglas Nelson, Tiffany Sandberg, Laurel H. Young, McKell Withers, Janet Roberts, 
Dorothy Cosgrove, and John Robson of Fabian and Clendenin, the board’s legal counsel.    
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 Board members adjourned from the 
Closed Executive Session at 6:07 p.m. and 
returned to the Board Study Session at 6:30 
p.m. 

 
2.  BOARD STUDY SESSION 

 
• President Swett welcomed everyone in the 

audience.  She excused Martine Cao, 
Student Member.  She recognized the 
presence of Susan McFarland, President, 
Salt Lake Teachers Association, and Cindy 
Mills, representing the Salt Lake Educational 
Office Personnel Association. 

 
• Michael Williams led the audience in reciting 

the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

• The board recognized Dr. Dorothy Cosgrove for her service to the Salt Lake City School District. 
They thanked her for her hard work and the great attitude she has maintained. The board stated 
Dr. Cosgrove will be missed after her retirement. Dr. Cosgrove thanked the board, stating it has 
been a privilege working with the students of the district, and touching the life of a child is what it’s 
all about. Her goal was to make changes that would impact students in a positive way.  

 
• Limited Consent Agenda 

 
 *(2) A motion was made that the board approve the item included in the Limited Consent 
Agenda.   
**(Young and Sandberg) 

 
a. Purchasing Report dated June 18, 2013, included items costing over and under $50,000. 

 
A.  STUDY TOPICS 
 
1. 2012-2013 Summary of Accomplishments.  Superintendent Withers discussed the 2012-

2013 Summary of Accomplishments, which includes several bullet points for each district 
department, which led to an interactive discussion with board members.  Dorothy Cosgrove, 
Janet Roberts, Barbara Kuehl, Patrick Garcia, Kathleen Christy, Michael Williams, Christine 
Marriott, and Ann Cook each addressed portions of the 2012-13 Summary, highlighting 
achievements made by their respective departments to support the Student Achievement 
Plan.  The 2012-13 Summary of Accomplishments has been added to the official minutes. 
 
Ms. Kuehl discussed the accomplishments that have been made in Curriculum and 
Instruction, stressing the implementation of the Common Core. She said professional 
development, modified district pacing guides, and interim assessments have been put in 
place to help support the implementation, and science curriculum and the use of educational 
technology in the classroom have also been focal points.   
 

VOTE RECORD AYE NAY ABSENT

BENNETT X

CLÁRA X

EMERY X

NELSON X

SWETT X

SANDBERG X

YOUNG X

A Absent Ab Abstention

N "No" Vote NA No Action

W Withdrawn

F Failed

T Tabled

*Unanimous Approval

**Members Making Motion
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Ms. Marriott discussed the increase in online testing, which allows schools to receive results 
more quickly, to integrate data more thoroughly in PowerSchool, and to get assessment 
information into the hands of administration and teachers who need it. She noted benefits of 
online testing, which include reduced costs for scanning, instant data, and the ability to test 
on multiple platforms utilizing the technology currently in place in schools.  
 
Ms. Roberts discussed the successes in the auxiliary departments of the district, and noted 
the focus on emergency preparedness and safety in schools. She noted the awards the 
district has repeatedly received for financial reporting and budgeting.  The board thanked her 
for diligence in maintaining the Aaa rating with Moody’s and Fitch, resulting in a successful 
bond refunding which will save the district and taxpayers a great deal of money.     
 
Dr. Cosgrove discussed the success of the Community Education department, and noted 
Mary Hancey’s continued efforts to obtain grants to fund after school programs which tie into 
day program learning and academic enrichment. She said the 21st Century grants and 
placing Assistant Principals in Title I elementary schools have had a positive impact. 
  
Mr. Williams discussed partnerships with Grand America, Intermountain Health Care, Valley 
Mental Health, the Salvation Army, the University of Utah, and other agencies. He said the 
Glendale/Mountain View Community Learning Center (CLC) will be open in July, and several 
partners will provide staff to assist district families. He thanked the Early Childhood 
department and Jared Hainline for their help in preparing the CLC. 
  
Ms. Cook discussed Early Childhood’s collaboration with other departments, and said they 
are refining their assessment system. She said oversight of teachers and lesson plans in the 
Pre-K program has helped teachers become more accomplished. She said Early Childhood 
is looking forward to moving to the CLC. 
  
Ms. Christy gave an overview of professional development for school Equity Teams. She 
said those who have been trained will share information with other teachers in order to 
engage all students and to use World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) 
standards to help English learners understand course content.  She also noted the AVID 
program has been implemented at the elementary level at Bennion Elementary School, and 
the AVID high school program had 62 graduates, 60 of whom will be going to college with 
scholarships this fall.  
 
Dr. Garcia said the district’s teacher evaluation plan has been approved by the Utah State 
Office of Education. He said Craig Reusch is preparing a presentation to show teachers at 
the beginning of the year. He thanked the Salt Lake Teachers Association for their 
assistance in developing the plan, and for their help with Peer Assistance and Review. He 
also noted the success of the first full year of drug and alcohol testing for people in safety 
sensitive positions, and of providing discrimination and harassment training. The board 
thanked him for the hiring practices and outreach efforts that have been put in place in the 
district, especially the on-site interviews and the partnership with Mexico.  Susan McFarland 
thanked him for assistance with interviewing skills. 
 
Dr. Cosgrove briefly talked about the collaboration within Exceptional Children Services, the 
transformation of the School Improvement Plans by School Support, and the successes of 
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the Title I program.  She also thanked Misty Suarez and Student Services for their hard work, 
stating they have resolved Safe School violations.  She also reported that PowerSchool is 
working very well in the elementary schools. 
 
The board thanked everyone for their reports, and commented that all of the 
accomplishments listed serve the students of the district. 
 

2.  Student Achievement Plan Goals 2013-2014. 
 
Dorothy Cosgrove told the board the goals in the handout were compiled from School 
Achievement Plan Essentials that have been highlighted at Board Study Sessions throughout 
the school year. Superintendent Withers discussed dates when further assessment data and 
annual reports will become available to board members so they are able to see progress 
made toward these goals.  The Student Achievement Plan Goals 2013-2014 has been added 
to the official minutes.  
 

B.  SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Miscellaneous Updates: 

 
SLCSE Graduation Video.  Superintendent Withers invited Vice President Bennett to show a 
video from the Salt Lake Center for Science Education graduation program. Students in the 
video shared experiences with SLCSE staff and administration that have impacted their 
education in a positive way. Ms. Bennett stated our focus should be one student at a time, 
and she is proud of the school and their accomplishments. She said Mary Burbank will show 
the video to all new teachers.  
 
Salt Lake Civil Network.  Superintendent Withers distributed a document from the Salt Lake 
Civil Network, ‘Supporting the Three “C’s” - Civility, Civic Engagement and Civil Democracy’.  
He said the district will continue to participate in this effort with John Kessler, the attorney 
behind it.  His handout has been added to the official minutes. 

 
Capital City Plan.  Superintendent Withers said he attended a Capital City Plan meeting, and 
there has been good development in the program.  
 
Federal Legislation.  Superintendent Withers discussed two new pieces of Federal 
legislation, Senate Bill 1094 – Strengthening America’s School Act; and House Bill 5 – 
Student Success Act.  He will send a link for the information to board members in the Friday 
memo.   
 
Impact of Budget on Taxpayers.  Superintendent Withers distributed a chart containing 
updated tax estimates for the 2013-2014 year. He said final tax numbers would be available 
on Monday.     
 
Vice President Bennett said the board will receive an Allies Award from Equity Utah on 
September 16, 2013.  She invited board members to attend the event.  
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Superintendent Withers said the Salvation Army recognized the district as partner of the 
year.  
 

C.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Board Study Session was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 
 
 
      ________________________ 
      Janet M. Roberts 
      Business Administrator 
 
tyh 
 


